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A new edition of the Prospectus, (vide Nos. 46. and 58.) is 
now ready, and the friends of the work are prayed to circulate 
it, with a view to obtain subscribers. Our country friends may 
receive any number of copies of this prospectus, by requesting 
their respective booksellers to obtain them of our publisher, 
B. Steill, Paternoster Row. All communications are to be 
addressed to the Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 27, Camomile 
Street, London. 


THE ISRAELITES OF CHINA. 
(Continued. ) | 


It appears, that the Israelites were formerly held in great 
consideration in China, filling indeed the most important posts 
in the empire. They had establishments at Pekin, Hang- 


Techeou and Ning-hia; their number is however now dimi- 


uished, (°) and their only known settlements are those of 


Ning-Po and Cai-fong-fou, which latter is the more consider- 
able. This town (Cai-fong-fou) is the capital of the province 


of Honan, and is 150 leagues from Pekin. The number of 


Jews there, is about a thousand. ‘hey have a handsome syna- 
gogue, the form of which resembleth more that of the temple 
of Jerusalem, than do the modern synagogues of the East and 
West. It is called Li-pai-se, (place of ceremonies.) This 
appellation is common to the mosques of the Mahometans. 
the entrance, after traversing two large vestibules, is through 
an avenue of trees, on the right and left of which are several 


uildings, (which serve as habitations for the officers and chief 


of the synagogue,) as well as the halls denominated ‘ of the 
Elders,” * of strangers,” and ‘‘ of assemblies.” A basement 
chamber is set apart, for the purification of the meat from blood 
and veins, The entrance to the vestibule is decorated with a 
triumphal arch, on which is written in the Chinese language, 

m-tien, (temple dedicated to the Eternal.) Before the 
temple there is a piece of ground, on which is erected a large 
tent for the annual festival of Tabernacles. The facade of the 
temple is adorned by a portico, formed of a double row of four 
columns. The interior of the synagogue is supported by a 


me Their number is now reduced to seven families, descended from 
joc who successively established themselves under the different em- 
08 of the dynasty of Han. The Jews being obliged to assume Chinese 
em a (as do the missionaries) adopted in preference the names of the 
hee in order to show their gratitude for the favors received from 
king-ti. gj ese families are :—Sing-kao-ti, Sing-tchao-ti, Sing-gnai-ti, Sing- 
Sing-theman-ti, Sing-li-ti. Sing means family; these 

erefore signify only, family of the emperors Kao, T’chao, &c. 
uignes. Memoires de |’ Academie des Inscriptions, 1808, vol. xIviii. 
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colonade. In the centre of the nave is seen, first, the chair, 
‘called that of Moses,) surmounted by a dome. Here the law 
is read; the reader wears a blue cap covered with a cotton 
veil, and has two assistants to correct him if he make a mistake 
in reading. Opposite to this is the Emperor's tablet, having on 
it, in letters of gold and in Chinese characters, the name ot the 
sovereign, and above it, the verse, ‘*‘ Hear, oh Israel, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one” (Deut. vi. 4.); together with 
another verse, which all Israelites add to the preceding, and 
which an old tradition ascribes to the patriarch Jacob, (°) 
‘* Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever and 
ever.’ Behind the Emperor's tablet is a triple vaulted arch 
with another imscription, in Hebrew and in letters of gold. 
‘* Understand that the Lord is the God of Gods, the Lord, the 
great, mighty, and tremendous God.” (*). The most remote part 
of the synagogue, which is a species of sanctuary, corresponds 
in some respects with the holy of holies of the ancient temple: 
the Jews call it in Hebrew, Beth-el (house of God,) and in 
Chinese, Tien-tang (temple of heaven.) The head of the syna- 
gogue alone has access to it. In this sanctuary are deposited 
the sacred books, which are divided into several classes. The 
book of Moses alone has the name of Ta-King (great writing. ) 
There are two sorts of Ta-King; one, destined for the use of 
the synagogue, consists of rolls without points, and without any, 
mark of division except a space of a line between each of the 
fifty-three sections or lessons, for the Saturdays of the year. 
The other Ta-King belong to private individuals, who have 
deposited them in the Beth-cl, from an objection to keep holy 
books in their houses. These latter are written with points, 
(*) and each Ta-King is divided into as many volumes as there 
are lessons or Parashoth, to be read on each Sabbath. The 
books of private persons are enclosed in cupboards placed in 
the Beth-el, while those belonging to the synagogue are laid, 
each on a table, and covered with a silken curtain. They are 
thirteen in number,’ in allusion to the twelve tribes and to 


(°) Talmud, Treatise Pesach, fol. lvi. The verse, 33 DY F173 


“y pod IM1D7, common to the Jews of China and to those of other 
countries, was the response of the people, when the high priest pronounced 
the ineffable name on the day of Atonement.—Talmud, Treatise Yoma. 


(7) This inscription is found in Brotier’s Dissertation: this is a copy. 


Instead of 5 }'3, Father Keagler, reads 5 93'S which Dr. Tychsen re- 
gards as the initials of the words "3 DY $3 4m 7193. (Blessed be God 
at all times, for he is, &c.) See Father Kegler’s work just quoted, p. 26. 

(°) It is a well founded proof in favor of punctnation, to find it in use 
among the Chinese, who for s0 many ages have had no communication 


with other Israelites. If the system of Masclef, and Father Houbigant 
were worth refutation, this opportunity would serve for combating it. 
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Moses. The roll consecrated to the memory of this great 
prophet, occupies a distinguished place. 

Behind the Beth-el, at the extremity of the building, are the 
two tables of the law, containing the ten commandments en- 
graved in letters of gold. 

Lastly, there is a tablet attached to one of the columns of the 
temple, which shows the order of the lessons for each Saturday, 
and for each first day of the month, (morning and evening, ) 
not only from the Pentateuch, but also from the prophets, 
which latter lessons are designated much as they are by other 
Jews. (°). Such is the temple that the Israelites frequent on 
Saturdays, and on the other festivals of the year. They never 
enter without taking off their shoes. ('°). They occupy places 
on the right and left of the chair of Moses, in order to be en- 
abled to hear the reading of the sacred books. ‘The space 
between the chair of Moses and the Beth-el, is enclosed by 
railings, which are continued on both sides. When they pray, 
they turn towards the West, that is towards Jerusalem, for the 
same reason that the Israelites of Europe turn tothe East. (Ist 
Kings viii, 44. and 48., Daniel vi. 2.) They wear no particular 
garments when they are in synagogue ; the head of the syna- 
gogue is the only one distinguished by a red silk scarf, which he 
wears crossed, They sing the lessons from the Pentateuch, 
according to Father Gozani, after the manner of the Italian 
Israelites, 


(*) The Israelites of China call the lesson from the Prophets WOD¥3; 
those of other countries designate it YWO5%, trom the rect WH, to dis- 
miss. Both understand by it the last lesson from the Bible, after which 
the congregation is dismissed. It is the ife, missa est of the Hebrews. 

('°) This custom is of the remotest antiquity, (see Exod. iii. 5.) Being 
incompatible with European coverings for the feet, it is observed in Europe 
only by the descendants of Aaron when they bless the people. 


(To be Continued.) 


Memorial and Counter-Memorial.*—It is with great unwil- 
lingness, that we have admitted the prominence which party'spirit 
has given to these two documents ; yet the index to Synagogue 
matters, in our two annual volumes, shows no less than four 
different references to each of them. ‘The first document, is 
fully described in vol. i., p. 129; the second, in vol. il., p. 221. 
There is not space at disposal to travel again over the same 
ground; but we are conscious of having expressed ourselves 
candidly and fairly towards both parties, while we have stood 
carefully aloof from either. Nay, it was our very refusal to do 
more for one packed meeting than we had done for the other, 
which drew down upon us the anger of certain parties, whose 
speeches were in danger of becoming lost to fame, in conse- 
quence. The means to which these parties subsequently 
resorted, in order to obtain notoriety, and the character of 
what they published, (vide vol. ii., p. 237,) have brought much 
discredit on their cause, and compromised many respectable 
men who, if parties thereto at all, have only been Baa so by 
their subsequent signature of the counter-memorial. The 
religious standing of those gentlemen, enables us to regard the 
document as now rather in ¢heir charge than in the hands of its 
originators ; and we proceed to examine the motives ascribed 
to their movement in the matter. It is said, that some few of 
the original memorialists had been known to entertain, and even 
to express, hopes and expectations of organic changes in 
synagogue discipline, at variance with the spirit for which credit 
is Claimed in the document they have signed. These ultra- 
liberal, if not heterodox, sentiments, being freely avowed, gave 
occasion for alarm to those called ‘‘ the ultra-orthodox party,” 
(after all, the safer extreme in a religion dating more than 3000 
years back). When, therefore, the memorial came to be pre- 
sented to the vestry of the Duke’s Place synagogue, a resolute 
stand was made against any step being adopted, further than an 
entry of the document upon the minutes. Our readers will 


* It would be affectation to avoid allusion to this profitless contest. 
There lie before us,—a letter strongly condemnatory of it, from a member 
of the most considerable provincial synagogue ;—a letter ‘‘ from London’”’ 
in the Orient, in which this squabble is held up to the ridicule of Germany ; 
_ and, organs of the Conversionists, trumpeting the “ dissensions,”’ and 
gloating on them. 
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remember the severity of the contest, and our report of it jy 
vol. ii., 176. The defeated party contended, that the debate had 
assumed such a character, that one vote of the vestry, (a formal 
reference of the document, through the executive, to the future 
Chief Rabbi,) was made to seem an adoption of the principle 
involved in it, on behalf of the congregation at large—by the 
sanction of its legislative body. That such a construction, war. 
ranted or not, was really put upon the result of that hot debate. 
was proved by the fact, that even neutral parties voted against 
any formal reference. It was however carried by the double 
vote of the Chairman; a procedure, quite legal it is true, by; 
construed as the snatching of a triumph, and therefore, jney. 
pedient. ‘The most significant proof of this, was afforded by 
the excitement which remained, by the counter-memoria] 
which resulted from it, and by the intemperate personalities 
which originated therefrom. ) 

The counter-memorial bears several hundred signatures, 
and having been received by the vestry of the Duke's Place 
Synagogue, it is to be specially considered on Sunday next. 
Of the document itself, we have spoken too fully (vol. ii. p. 
221.) to require more than the following brief recapitulation, 
—It is not, (nor needs it protess to be,) the emanation of a pubilic 
meeting.—Though it no longer demands that the original memo- 
rial be expunged from the minutes, it unwisely asks a rescinding 
of the resolution of reference; whereas, a similar resolution {or 
reference of their own would be more reasonable, and at the 
same time serve every useful end.—But we hear rumours of an 
intention to refuse a consideration of the Counter-memorial in 
limine—because of its alleged non-agreement, (from erasures 
in its body,) with the printed copy circulated in the summonses : 
—because minors and others are pretended to have signed it, 
in ignorance of its whole purport ;—because large numbers ot 
the signatures are on irregular patches of paper, pasted upon 
the sheets,—and because several names are written by the same 
hand. Looking at the angry feeling already existing, several 
good friends of the congregation concerned, have been anxiously 
secking to induce the belligerents to withdraw their ill-timed 
memorials ;—ill-timed, in so tar as they excite discussions which 
cannot of a possibility lead to any result zow, much less a useful 
one ;—and because these petty squabbles fritter away the time 
and energy of those, in whose hands happens just now to rest 
the next step in the reconstitution of that spiritual guidance, 
which can alone deal with such questions, satisfactorily ; inas- 
much, that all parties have concurred in the propriety otf reler- 
ence to it.* 

We will venture to put a case, as a respectful suggestion of 
how all further contention might be avoided, and neither party be 
humbled. Suppose the chairman, at the ensuing meeting, ou 
behalf of himself and his colleagues on the bench, (tollowing the 
precedent of the House of Commons, and other well ordered 
public bodies under similar circumstances,) announce the 
discovery of irregularities in the counter-memorial, precluding» 
a consideration of it in its existing form, or, as the petition of any 
more than those who have signed the first sheet of the docu- 
ment. ‘The gentleman who presented it might then obtain leave 
to withdraw it, in order to its amendment. That course would 
be preferable to putting the eligibility of the document, in its 
then condition, to the meeting; for so to do, would afford oppor- 
tunity for discussion and—recrimination. In such a stage of 
the proceedings, some gentleman of good tact, acting on be- 
half of the original memorialists, might take the opportunity to 
allay the exaggerated apprehensions prevailing on the other 
side, disclaiming any desire to snatch a barren victory, or to com- 
mit, or seem to commit, any other members to the principle of 
the memorial, except those whose signatures remain upon !t,— 
and therefore, for the sake of peace, the welfare of the charities, 
and their own vindication, volunteering to move the record ol 
a minute on the books to this effect :—The original memorialists 
intimate their intention themselves to present, at the prope! 
period, to the installed Chief Rabbi, a copy of their memorial as 


* The Special Committee has met twice since our last publication. 

The Elders of the Sephardim Congregation also, now in Session, are CO” 
sidering their admitted deficiency of Spiritual Guidance. We postpo? 
comment until the result has transpired. : 
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hut the formal superseding of a necessity to act upon it; and thus 
the occasion to go further with the counter-memorial now, would 
be at once removed. It would still exist, to be used if needful. 

We might advance many arguments, of wherefore such a 
course isnot only expedient, but even obligatory upon all,—ex- 
cept indeed, those who could desire at any risk to trrumph over 
an opponent ;—but they are better adapted to private use than to 
sublic expostulation. [t is with pain and humiliation, that we 
discharge the duty of doing even thus much before the world ; 
hut better is it that the enemies of Israel should rejoice in the 
exposure of such truths, than triumph in the fatal consequences 
of their concealment. It is due to our own feeling to say, that 
this appeal would not have appeared here, had it met success 
in a less obtrusive shape ;—it has been withheld till the last 
moment. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION nou) 
GENESIS wxxii. 4. to xxxvii. 

The present section treats of Jacob the pious, homely man, 
as scripture designates him, (Gen. av” BN UN. 
Having, by means of his assiduity and prudence, substituted for 
that * pilgrim’s staff” which once constituted his sole possession, 
abundance of flocks and herds; and having obtained in marriage 


the object of his affections, he returns, laden with the fruits of 


his industry, towards the home of his youth. Many are the 
dangers that beset his path, but he resolutely opposes them; 
his hands are now uplifted in fervent prayer to Heaven, and 
now employed in clearing his earthly path; thus, he reaches his 
destination in safety, and erects in gratitude to the Most High, 
altar” and monument,” that shall testify to future ages, 
when he shall lie mouldering in the dust, how many are the 
dangers through which he has been preserved, how irresistible 
the force of pious labour, with trust in God. 


perform a long journey—through life, and with a similar object— | 


to appear before our Father. Whilst on this pilgrimage, many 
and various are the dangers that oppose our progress ; and it 
is In contesting these, that our true character becomes developed, 
l'oo many, wanting resolution to face these dangers, turn aside, 
and meeting with obstacles still less surmountable, in their 
endeavours to escape the first, they are overwhelmed and lost. 
Others remain totally inactive, trusting that Providence will 
work some miracle in their especial favor: these too perish in 
their folly. But the truly religious man, like Jacob, exerts all the 
powers with which God has endowed him; and then, in fervent 
prayer (the free-will offering of the heart), he asks for heavenly 
assistance to ward’ off those perils which frail man is unable to 
loresee; Heaven blesses his efforts with success, and he arrives 
successtully at the goal for which he started. , 

{hat which Jacob most feared, was an encounter with his 
brother Esau, who, because of the difference in their pursuits 
and dispositions, and more especially because of Jacob's acqui- 
sition of the birth-right, nourished in his heart a deadly feud. 

he course which Jacob here pursued, was worthy of his noble 
character, and deservin# of the closest imitation in our private 
life, as well as in our social relations. He it was who ad- 
vanced to make concessions; and by tokens of humility and a 
more substantial proof of undiminished affection, he so turned 
aside the enmity of Esau, that his strong hate was converted 
into fraternal love; and those arms that might have been 
fond wit a brother’s blood, hastened to inclose him ina 
embrace. Such is the love which withholds another from 

i. How often might we, in private life, establish peace and 
fos will, where now mistrust, estrangement and discord reign, 
mE imitation of the patriarch, we sought to bury past grievances, 
; UG strove emulously to be the first to make concessions; if, by 
ae me affection we sought to cement those bonds of union, 
malne ri d unite the members ofa single family—even as national 
social 8 proper to the totality of the families of Isracl! Ina 
ollow ni of view, we may learn from Jacob, that men may 
ation - erent paths, and yet love each other as brothers ; 
ae as SO, striving to live in amity with nation. Tor, even 

© death of Isaac affected equally Jacob and Esau, and their 


All of us have to 


| 
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‘+ stands.—This is not a rescinding of any recorded resolution, 


tears flowed together when their aged parent was ‘“ gathered 
to his people ;”’ even so, though men may discover a difference 
between their respective pursuits or tenets, all mankind have 
interests in common ; and at least those, who acknowledge one 
Universal Father, should live and act as brethren. 

Although Israel is often menaced now, and even persecuted, as 
by another Esau; although there has been dispute concerning 
a heavenly birth-right, of old ** despised,” its value is now 
recognized, and our national claim to it is at last conceded. Let 
us then, with the humility of our father Jacob, extend to our 
brother the hand of fellowship; let us also convince him, by 
substantial proofs, of the genuineness of our affection; then will 
it be reciprocated—and we meet as brethren. We may again, 
as was the patriarch, be warmly pressed to bear our brother 
company ; yet now as then, there are incompatibilities, which 
forbid it without needful precautions. Our flock might also 
be overdriven by men to its destruction: let then our brother 
go on his way, taking the blessing that we have been permitted 
to bring to him, and the tribute of our fraternal regard. Itis still 
for Israel to ** lead on softly,” sojourning in a tabernacle in 
the place where he may erect an altar to Sse mds Ox. 

But preparation is necessary :-— 

** Jacob said to his household and to all that were with him, 
put away the strange gods that are among you, purify yourselves 
and change your garments, for we will arise and go up to 
Sx onea,* and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered 
me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which 
I went.”’ 

It is for Israel still to exercise the object of his mission ; 
exhorting to an abolition of idolatry in whatever form it may 
exist, It is for Israel, to erect every where an altar to the 
God who has never abandoned his remnant to destruction, but 
who has led, and still leads him on the way of his destination. 
But let Israel especially take heed to reprove and eorrect his 
own household, if he would sway others by either precept or 
example. ‘This is the task wherein the first difficulty lies ; and 
the patriarch’s struggle with superhuman power, by the ford of 
Jabbok, will teach what a pious faith, and the energy of true 
zeal may accomplish, Gird up then thy loins, O Jacob! 
difficulties and contests are useful trials, designed to teach thee 
thy strength; and when properly met, they can but aid thy 
progress. Does dissension menace ; wrestle with it, conquer it, 
so that even the dismissal of that agent of evil shall be another 
blessing to thee. Arise, be worthy of the name of Israel; and 
whatever belal thee, remember that which was ordained to be 
declared ‘in Isles afar off.’ And are not those isles beginning 
even now to resound with the ery ?— 

“* He that scattereth Israel will gather him, and keep him as 
For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and delivered him rom 
a power stronger than he.’ Jerem, 


The Press, as a means to ameliorate the religious, moral, and 
social condition of the Jews. 


The correspondent to whose propositions we referred, in last 
number, observes :— 

‘Por a publication to be influential, a large circulation is 
necessary; and to ensure that, two courses are open. ‘The 
merchant, in order to increase his sales, either improves quality 
or lowers price. The former might be effected, by the en- 
gagement of assistants of acknowledged talents and approved 
principles, in order to share the literary labour; so issuing an 
improved and enlarged ‘ Voice of Jacob.’ The latter, re- 
quires a reduction of the subscription to a price within the 
reach of the great majority, with a gratuitous distribution to 
the rest. In either case, funds are needful, and I, who so libe- 
rally offer my opinion and advice, am equally ready to give my 
contribution to assist in carrying them out; either in a fixed 
sum, or as one member of a committee associated for securing 
the proprietor of the Jewish Press against loss. 

‘*The desire you have shown to improve the spiritual wel- 


* Literally, “ house of God,” 
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fare of the Jews, convinces me that their social improvement 
will not be neglected at your hands; indeed, for my own part, 
I consider the two so dependent upon each other, as to be in- 
separable. The limits of a letter, do not admit my entering 
into details; but I think a powerful and continued appeal, to 
themselves, firmly and argumentatively urged, would lead the 
Jews to the result desired. As drops of water wear the hardest 
stone, producing at the same time smoothness and polish, so 
will an often repeated exhortation enable the Jews to work 
down those asperities, whether due to themselves or others, 
which interfere with the smoothness and polish, that would 
else characterize their social relations as well as those of the 
most favored classes. Let us admit the fact, however humiliat- 
ing; there exist faults on our side, as well as on that which 
opposes us: and though we cannot brook the interference of 
others in their correction, it is the province of our own press 
to grapple with the evil which is within, as well as that which 
is without. You, Sir, have the opportunity, would you but 
exercise it fearlessly, and without favor or affection, ‘ to hold 
the mirror up to nature,’ and to guide (which is far better than 
to follow), the tastes, habits, and pursuits of the masses of our 
pores in this country. Yours is the only organ existing, where- 

y these objects could be attained ; and nobly, I am convinced, 
would the Jews respond to the demand upon them, appreciat- 
ing as they do every honourable design, and disposed grate- 
fully to yield to conviction, what false pride might otherwise 
conceal. No fear of consequences—no mawkish sensibility— 
no misgivings of success, should restrain you from so striving 
to obtain for Israel a position equal to that occupied by any 
other denomination in the country. My views would tend to 
make men feel that it is an honor, not a disgrace, to be ‘a 
Jew.’—But' to accomplish that, their moral and social position 
must be improved, the objects of their pursuit, elevated. Suc- 
ceed in this, and their religion will be better observed, their 
commercial integrity admitted, their society coveted, their 
talents made available, and the proud pre-eminence of former 
days will return upon the Jews of the present—not indeed as an 
isolated ‘* nation,” but as ornaments of the land they live in, . 

_ * Another project for the accomplishment of my design, would 
be the amalgamation of all the Jewish charities, under one 
efficient administration, none of them being made exclusive ; 
and even still more urgently—Hducation, carried out to the 
fullest extent.”’ 

We give our correspondent’s views without comment; but 
we have his name, with permission to communicate it to any 
one disposed to co-operate with him. We know that he is in 
earnest, and that he has already found others equally so. Other 
opinions and propositions bearing on the increased efficiency 
of the Anglo-Jewish Press, are still freely invited; especially 
offers of assistance for supplying any of the following desiderata, 
connected with the press. 

_ 1. The counteraction of deep-rooted prejudices against the 
Jews, by a systematic series of expositions of the principles and 
rites of their religion, and its application to their commerce with 
the world ;—in other words, a correction of what the Jews are 
supposed to be, by an exhibition of what they really are. 

2. The provision of sound religious instruction to those classes 
of the Jews not now alive to its importance, both by the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures, fairly translated, and suitable tracts, 
specially prepared. 

3. The maintenance of a chain of intercommunication between 
Jews all over the world, for mutual encouragement and im- 
provement, for preserving religious uniformity, and, where it is 
needful and legal, for the amelioration of religious requirement. 

4. The systematic exposure of the “‘ Conversion” chimera, 
and other like enormous jobs, to which “ Christian sympathy 
for Israel,’’ is made subservient. 

5. The enlisting of Christian sympathy for the moral and 
social amelioration of the Jews—by their own endeavours; and 
the direction of that sympathy into legitimate, and therefore 
successful, channels, 

6. The organization of those propitious elements available, 
for the protection of the Jewish people against persecution ; so 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


an 


as to operate by way of prevention of such evils, or at least to }), 
prepared promptly to act (morally,) in cases like that of Damas. 
cus, Ancona, and the like. _ 

7. The vindication of Judaism against malignant assailants 
as well as its justification in the eyes of those, whose only notions 
of its character, polity, and tendency, are derived from falsified 
statements, industriously disseminated by interested adversaries. 

8. The enlightenment of the public mind, on the injustice and 
impolicy of excluding a conscientious Jew, from the devotion 
of his time and talents to any of those departments of the 
public service for which his Christian fellow citizens deem him 
eligible, and the requirements of which are not likely to rup 
counter to the still higher duties of his religious obligation. 

We do not desire to extend the list at present; else, we 
could readily cull various other suggestions which our columns 
have from time to time contained, and concerning which a free 
interchange of opinion in a public organ, well supported, is the 
only possible means for the propagation of right views. We 
close this article with the inquiry;—W ho will volunteer prac. 
tical aid, or advice backed like that of the correspondent whose 
proposals are given above ? 

Those who have literary assistance to offer, are also invited 
to communicate their proposals and terms, forthwith. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Encouragement of provident habits —We have sincere plea- 
sure in reporting, that a provident bank, on the exact model of 
that adopted for the girls in the Jews’ Free School, (vide the 
particulars, vol. ii., p. 116,) has been introduced into all the 
Charity schools of the my rae Synagogue. We are not 
permitted to name the ladies, whose zeal to raise the moral 
standard of our poor is proved by this step, and whose inde- 
fatigable personal conduct of the collections, &c., will be a 
guarantee for the success of the plan; but we do earnestly 
hope, that their hands will be strengthened for the extension 
of the scheme to the parents of the children, (that would be 
more truly a charity than some mew device of mere almsgiving,) 
and also, that other of our kind hearted sisters will teel im- 
pelled to make some little sacrifice of personal convenieuce, so to 
win the rich harvest which might result from a systematic en- 
couragement of the domestic virtues in the homes of the im- 
providently poor. We have evidence of the zeal exhibited by 
Gentile ladies to aid, to countenance, and to advise ‘ the poor 
Jews.’ Is it compatible that this field of benevolence should 
be abandoned to their efforts? The system of official denun- 
ciation, is admitted to have failed (in withdrawing some Jewish 
infants from the schools those ladies recommend) :—have our 
own pious sisters tried the like suasive powers? Let them do 
so, and assisted as they will now be by the synagogue. regula- 


| tions, noted in our last number, they might promise themselves 
|a larger measure of usefulness, ay, obligatory usefulness, than 


concerns only the infants of those families they would seek to 
know and to improve. It is with humiliation that we revert 
to page 212, of our last volume, and re@ding again that appeal, 
announce that—the Provident Bank introduced into the Free 
School, is in imminent danger of dissolution; not from a want 
of disposition on the part of the poor to deposit, but solely be- 
cause no one person of the fitting station has meeps forward, 
to ge an hour or two’s weekly attendance, in order to receive 

register the deposits. Let us hope that this hint will be 
enough ; and that the gentleman who has so kindly undertaken 
to perform the duties of Treasurer, and to make a fund for the 
premiums, will receive many offers of that personal service, 
which has alone been wanting to secure the success of the 
provident scheme. 

We may remark, incidentally, that our attention has been 
called to the fact, that in certain educational charities of the 
congregation, the working committees are youns 
ladies, whose zeal and industry in the cause are not always 
emulated, nor adequately assisted, by the gentlemen 0! that 


community. While, for the similar charities of the other 50d 
gregations, the working committees are mostly young se to 
whose liberality and influence out of doors are invaluable ™ 
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the funds, but whose commercial engagements render their 

ersonal superintendence, at most, fitful, and by no means so 
useful as that which always results, from that acquaintance with 
details, that patience of devotion to a good office, which are 
characteristics of a working committee of ladies. 


The Pope and the Jews.—We have to thank a rev. sub- 
scriber, for an extract from a letter from Paris, found in the 
Liverpool Journal, of 11th Nov. The writer is apparently 
connected with the English press, and he reports, in detail, an 
interview which he obtained with the Pope’s Nuncio in Paris, 
with the object ‘‘ to contradict, through the press, and from 
the most authentic source, the charge of persecution that was 
made against the head of the Catholic Church,” (in the matter 
of the Ancona decree.) After describing the interview, the 
narrator says— 

“Twas never more kindly received by any person, high or 
low, either at home or abroad; and when I explained the ob- 
ject of my visit, he highly applauded the motives which 
prompted it, and in language most emphatic, replied, that there 
was no such thing in those days as persecution on account of 
religious opinions; and that so far from his holiness having re- 
vived the edict in question, he had totally cancelled it, and 
that I might state so in the newspapers with which I was con- 
nected.” 


We give this as we find it; but looking at other still existing | 


and grievous wrongs, to which the Jews in the papal states are 


subjected, (vide The Occident, No. 3, p. 124—129; The Voice of 


Jacob, and other Jewish publications,) we should be truly glad 
if some formal application could be made to the Pope, ofa 
more comprehensive character, and with the design to elicit.a 
still more practical illustration of the tolerant sentiments as- 
eribed to him by the Nuncio.—This sensitiveness to the opinions 
spread by the press, exhibited by yet another absolute poten- 
tate, augurs well. | 

From the Hampshire Telegraph,” 20th November.—* On 
Wednesday last, at the Vestry Rooms, Portsea, a most interest- 
ing ceremony took place. The Rev. I. H. Issachar, jun., 
having been appointed assistant reader and lecturer of the 
synagogue, Jamaica, by the unanimous determination of the 
Congregation, a soleudid silver inkstand was subscribed for, 
and the above day selected to present it. Many ladies and 
gentlemen were present; and an appropriate address having 
been read, it, with the inkstand, was handed to the Rev. 
Gentleman. The following was the inscription :—In testimony 
of the esteem and approbation of his Jewish brethren at 
Portsmouth, this inkstand is presented to the Rev. I. H. Issachar, 
on his departure for Jamaica, with their fervent hopes for his 
health, prosperity, and happiness.—Nov. 16,5604. ‘The Rev. 
Gentleman’s reply occupied nearly two hours, and was replete 
with the most feeling and talented observations, concluding 
with an affectionate farewell. Mr: I. leaves his native town 
with the heartfelt regret of all who have ever known him.” 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
St. Thomas, 27th October.—‘‘ On the Sabbath in the Feast 


of Tabernacles, seven young ladies and gentlemen were con- 
firmed by the Rev. Mr. Carillon; that being the first ceremony 
of the kind performed here. It must have beneficial effects.” 


Kingston, Jamaica, 24th October.—“ The elections in the 

erman Synagogue have just taken place. Nine officers had 
to be returned, and not one has been elected who disregards 

e sabbath. Indeed, those who do so, have become to be 
the exception now in this city.” 

Our file of the Royal Gazette, contains an,account of the 

east of Tabernacles, and of the manner in which it was ob- 
served in Kingston, The Editor says :— 

We visited yesterday both of the Synagogues in this city, and found in 
the grounds attached to each, the booths required by the sacred command, 
»omposed of branches of trees, elegantly ornamented with fruits and flowers. 
tatin, vere inscriptions in the Holy Tongue surrounding them, commemo- 
‘ve of that solemn occasion, We were permitted to partake of the 


Sacred Bread, made of the newest wheat, which had been duly biessed 
cording to scriptural command. 
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It is impossible not to feel respect for a People who have retained, 
through so many centuries of persecution, and scattered, too, as they are, 
throughout the entire face of the earth, those solemn observances and 
ceremonies ordained by Holy Writ; and who continue to maintain their 
= ee nationality, although denizens of every state of the civilized 
worid, 

It is but a slight tribute to those who compose a large portion of this 
community to add, that in every relation of life, as men and citizens, the 
Jews are entitled to the highest commendation. Although supporting 
exclusively their own establishments, and the poor of their nation, they 
contribute largely and generously, to every institution as well of a religious 
as of a charitable nature, of other persuasions. It is to the credit of 
Jamaica that she has been among the first, if not the very first portion of 
the British dominions, in which this deserving people have been admitted 
to the enjoyment of all the rights of citizenship; of which they have upon 
every occasion shewn themselves so worthy. 


The same paper, of the 20th October, contains very copious 
extracts from a sermon preached by the Rev. M. N. Nathan, 
on the eve of the New Year Festival, and published at the 
request of * influential members of the congregation.” The 


text was from Amos:—* /’repare to meet thy God, Israel.”’ 


The principal object of the preacher, was exhortation to the 
duties of repentance, proper to the season; showing the neces- 
sity for such fixed appointments, as arising from a too prevailing 
indifference to other than the pursuits of the hour. He passed 
with much eloquence to the visitations of the past year— 
earthquake and fire; deducing therefrom a lesson of man’s 
weakness, and the Almighty’s power and mercy. ‘The extracts 
before us are meagre, but they appear to pertain to a discourse 
every way worthy of the Rev. gentleman’s reputation. The 
Editor of the Royal Gazette, however, quotes from the preface 
to the printed sermon, that Mr. Nathan’s reason for publishing 
it, has been the existence of false impressions,—as to ** the legiti- 
macy of several doctrines” promulgated thereby. We cannot 
imagine, from the position. which the Rev. author has hitherto 
occupied, that hg could have had any difficulty in demonstrating 
his devotion to the sound principles which he has always 
advocated.—Vide also his correspondence. 


Prize for Agriculture.—An Israelite, Mr. Hechinger, otf 
Harburg (Bavaria), has received from the Suabian Agricul- 
tural Association, the silver medal for his achievements in 
agriculture. This is a field in which the modern Jews have 
but seldom excelled, and for obvious reasons; it 1s, therefore, 
with the greater pleasure that we record this distinction, 


In Moravia, the Jews are, as is well known, excluded from 
the possession of landed property. This disqualification used 
to be the more severely felt in cases where a new synagogue, 
out of the Ghetto, had to be built, or an old one had to be en- 
larged. A modern imperial decree, however, remedies this 
evil. In virtue thereof, the Jews are now permitted to buy 
ground for the erection of synagogues, provided they pay all 
the taxes levied upon it, use the erections for no other than 
the professed purpose, and sell them to Christians in case they 
should ever be diverted from that purpose. 


Appointments of Religious Teachers.—The Austrian govern- 
ment has appointed a Jewish teacher to the university of 
Prague, for the religious instruction of such Jewish youth as 
may study there.—It is expected that Mr. Abraham Cohn, 
Rabbi at Hohenems (in the Tyrol), will be appointed lecturer and 
religious teacher in Lemberg, where he has just delivered a 
series of lectures, which have attracted great attention, Mr. Cohn 
is a learned man, and known (from many articles written in 
Geiger’s Zeitschrift) to be what is called a decided “ progressist.” 
His appointment therefore, if it take place, in one of the most 
numerous congregations of Europe, will excite some sensation. 


Modern Pharaohs.—I\n the kingdom of Bavaria, in the prin- 
cipality of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, and also in certain 
rovinces of the Austrian empire, only the first-born sons of the 
j ews are permitted to marry; the others are condemned to an 
involuntary celibacy!—Do not our Gentile readers think it 
would be a more legitimate and useful enterprize, to persuade 
those governments, how irrational, inhuman, and criminal before 
God, is the policy just referred to; than to devote so much 
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misapplied energy, and waste so many thousands per annum, in 
endeavouring to persuade the Jews to abandon their national 
duties and privileges, and to yield, out of complaisance, a dis- 
puted point of eighteen centuries ? 


Prussian Policy towards the Jews—* Berlin, 8th of Oct.— 
Dr. Frankel has now definitively declined the office offered to 
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to the London Jews, as well as to “ our brethren in America.” 
one of whom is the author. The desertion of a few from tho 
covenant of Israel—few indeed, considering the means employed, 


is proved to be due to the He of those who leave the Masg 


‘unedified by proper training, an 


him, (of Chief Rabbi,) and it is doubtful whether a new elec-— 


tion will take place.”—4. Z. d. J. Vide vol. il. p. 208. 


The Hospital &c. for Jerusalem.—The Government of the 
grand Duchy of Baden, has permitted the institution of a general 


abandoned to the temptations 
of worldly advantage. ‘The following is the introduction, anq 
the reader will supply the application. | 


It is true, we leave not our unfortunate brethren to suffer the bitterness 
of want, if it is in our power to relieve them ; nor do we as a rule. throw 


them on the public charities, although we contribute to these equal] 


collection in all congregations, for the Jerusalem Hospital and | 


School; in consequence of which, the Oberrath, (the highest 
Jewish authority recognized by government,) has issued a cir- 
cular, addressed to all synagogues, earnestly calling upon the 
Rabbis and Wardens to co-operate. ‘The circular contains the 
following expression :— 

** Penetrated with the conviction, that this pious work con- 
cerns not only our co-religionists, but mankind at large; and 
that it therefore is, (as shown by the example of noble Israel- 
ites abroad,) worthy of our own sympathy and co-operation, 
as well as of our congregations, we have solicited the permis- 
sion of the Minister of the interior, &c, Kc.”’ 


March of Liberality.—In the Hungarian diet, (now sitting) | 


the right to the citizenship by Jews living in cities, has been 
voted by a majority of the members. 


Orthodox Improvement.—The venerable Chief Rabbi of 
Frankfort, a. m., a very orthodox man, charged with the direc- 
tion of the new synagogue, (as previously explained,) has lately 
declared in a funeral address, that ** he will do his utmost, in order 


with other sects. But what have we done, or what do we towards pro- 
ducing a religious renovation in our members, of which we all stand in so 
much need? Yes, what efforts have we made, or what exertions do we 
make now, to perfect ourselves as a people in the observance of those 
duties which our religion demands of us? Some mighty spirits, it is true 
have erected, by their bright examples, a beacon light, here and there, to 
cuide us on our path of everlasting life; but what have we done collec. 


tively worthy of the great cause, more especially in this country, where 


to arrange the divine service of the new synagogue, in a manner | 


suitable to the intellectual position of his flock. Before all, 


however, it would be necessary to appoint a (second) Rabbi, 
in order that the word of God might be taught every sabbath.” 
For the better understanding of this report, it is needful to 
explain, that the Chief Rabbi is now a very old man, and feels 
himself unequal to the task imposed by the age on every con- 
scientious pelizibos guide ; hence his desire for a second Rabbi. 
He is, moreover, one of the old school, whose orthodoxy cannot 
be doubted ; and here we find him, on the brink of the tomb, 
declaring the necessity for a divine service suitable to the 


demands of the age, and for regular public instruction from the | the Lord is One, and that His law will exist till the world shall be no 


pulpit Z. a. 

** The Occident,’ No. 6, has reached us, and we proceed to 
give a brief digest of part of its contents, The first article, is 
a treatise on ** The Union of Israel,” in which occur several 
excellent sentiments. Slight variations of opinion on subordi- 
nate points, are declared not to be incompatible with this 
union—based on the belief in one God, and the recognition of 
one law. The sacred language, also, is rightly insisted upon, as 
an essential link in the chain of our national sympathy, whither- 
soever scattered.—A sermon on the Messiah, (delivered at 
Baltimore, by the Rev. Abraham Rice, on Sabbath Haggadol,) 
is a very pleasing proof of the identity of views, proper to 
Judaism, prevailing in the most distant parts of the world. It 
combats successfully those would be ‘“ spiritualizers” (found in 
Judaism also), whose devotion to selfish and present advantages, 
induce them to regard the expectation of a literal . Prince 
Messiah, as incompatible with the duties of local citizenship. 
It then deals with those who are professedly pious, and yet in- 
different to Israel’s future destiny ; and lastly, with those whose 
minds are unable to grasp the conception of what that destiny 
is to accomplish for the regeneration of mankind. Addresses 
like these, are so many manifestations of the true Jewish nation- 
ality; a nationality which, far from being incompatible with the 
duties of an Israelite to the state which protects him, does, on 
the contrary, specially enjoin a zealous performance of those 
duties.—There are in this number some very pious verses by 
Miss Aguilar, entitled ‘‘ An Hour of Peace ;”’ we shall have the 
pleasure to copy them if we can find room.—An essay on “ The 


Apathy of Israel,” signed S.S., might aptly have been addressed 


* 


freedom of opinion reigns in its utmost extent, and where man is re. 
spected for his worth, not for the creed which he professes ? 

Would not, if proper exertions were made, the less informed of our 
brethren be induced to listen to the voice of instruction and moral reproof 
in the same kindly spirit with which the teachers of religfon are anj- 
mated? and would not many of us, who now feel indifferent, soon expe- 
rience pleasure and delight in obeying the beautiful precepts of our holy 
law, if they could but once be persuaded to enter its pleasant paths 
through the teaching and example of those who take a lively interest 
in their immortal welfare? To maintain the negative of this proposition 
would be at once admitting, that either the mass of us are beyond the 
reach of moral persuasion, or that none among us are capable of eliciting 
the good that lies dormant in the breast of every Israelite. 

Would that those that have influence among us, might take this matter 
more to heart, and devise some means to take the reproach of slothfulness 
from our name; and thus show to the world that Israel is capable of 
enjoying the greatest political liberty, without departing from the covenant 
of Sinai! Might we not use the same means for our religious advance- 
ment which our adversaries have endeavoured to use for its destruction ? 
Could we not endeavour to work upon the minds of those who are ex- 
posed to temptation, and bring them back tothe community of Israel? 
Could we not by diffusion of knowledge among the people arrest the 
mischief which artfully contrived publications have perhaps caused to 
some little extent ? Surely the sons of Jacob cannot be so false to them- 


selves as to be niggard in the support of those objects that have for their 


aim the raising of the name of lsrael to the high elevation it once held; 


surely the daughters of Zion will not see us surrounded by those, (whom 


we honestly believe to be in error, without doubting their sincerity,) who 
seek to propagate among us doctrines so erroneous in themselves, so 


pernicious to us in case they should take root in our minds, (which God 


forbid,) without raising the gentle yet powerful influence they possess over 


their brothers, husbands, and friends, in the furtherance of that cause, 


We acknowledge with our mouth that 


which has for its object the regeneration of the whole human race. 
that we were more consistent ! 


more: yet by our actions we give in many instances a flat denial to our 


professed belief, by acting contrary to the ordinances of the Most High, 
as if his blessing were not all-sufficient even here, and to be far more 


prized than the contemptible satisfaction of having acquired the favour 
(not respect) of those who differ from us in religious belief. We said 
‘not respect ;’’ for does not experience fully teach us, that none is truly 
respected who is not consistent with himself, and acts not up to the faith 
he acknowledges to be the true one? , | 

Let Israel awake then from her apathy, and point out to those who 
would stray from her fold the hidden snares spread for their souls’ eternal 
welfare, by those who, whilst professing to lead them to heaven by 4 
road more sure than our law, cannot agree amongst themselves which Is 
the true or even the safe one of the many routes, that their inconsistent 
tenets have caused the believers of the so-called gospels to follow. 


The Occident continues to publish Dias’ Letters, in disproof 
of the Christian scriptures; a course, the propriety of which 
we have already questioned. 

Under the title of “ Hebrew College,” appears a spirited 
proposition by Judge Noah, of New York, to establish a colle- 
giate school in the United States, for the education of Jewish 
youth, from the age of six years and upwards. The evil, if not 
the crime, of sending these to Christian boarding schools, oF 
to colleges in towns where no Jews reside, is well exposed. 
The Editor of*the Occident, passes a high compliment on the 
religious zeal of the Judge (of course, a Jew,) who offers to 
carry out the whole plan at his own cost and risk, (having 
already the offer of an establishment, capable of being made 
ready for the purpose in a few weeks,) provided that a sufficient 
number of pupils be forthcoming, and that no other proper perso? 
prove willing to embark in the enterprize. The scheme of 
instruction, and the discipline of the establishment, (rigidly 


= 
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Jewish,) are at once laid down; and we hope to find early 
oceasion to report the. complete success of the undertaking. 

Most of those interesting papers are well worthy to be con- 
sulted at length in the Occident, The literary notices include 
the Cheap Jewish Library, to which publications the Editor 
pays a well merited compliment, adding however, a suggestion 
very similar to that which we ventured to make on a recent 
occasion; namely, that the characters and incidents might with 
advantage be made somewhat more Jewish.—As we anticipated, 
the letters of Mr, Oxlee to the Archbishop of Canterbury, ex- 
posing the apostatizing system, have been republished in 


America: the Editor of the Occident, who had promised a 
synopsis of them, finds therefore, the task unnecessary, ‘ espe- 
cially as they were reviewed in the /’oice of Jacob.” 


Under the head ‘‘ Editorial Correspondence,” we find in No. 
7, acommunication from the Rey, B. C, Carillon, minister of the 
St. Thomas Synagogue. We would willingly insert the whole 
letter, if our limits permitted it; but the following extracts are 
too expressive to be passed over. | | 

When I arrived here, I found the congregation number about five hun- 
dred souls, and it increases with every day. We have here Jews from all 
parts of the world, Frenchmen, Englishmen, Dutchmen, &c. In former 
years the religious spirit had almost died away; but thank God, there is 
now a revival. Many who before did not keep the Sabbath now do so, 
and every week the Synagogue is better attended. 

On my arrival, I found the congregation disposed to adopt the prayer- 
book of the ** Reformed London Jews.’’ Almost every one was provided 
with a set, and they had only waited for me to approve it. To the amaze- 
ment of many, I rejected that book entirely, and I will give you my rea- 
sons. Ist. ‘The most beautiful hymns of the Portuguese liturgy were left 
out. 2d. Why should I sanction a prayer-book adopted by a few lay- 
men, having no Rabbi amongthem? My greatest reason, however, was 
thatthe Rev. Mr. Marks had dared to deny all Talmudic authority.* Now, 
denying the divine claim of the Talmud, or its authority, are two different 
cases. Mr. Hurwitz, who certainly knows more of the Talmud than Mr. 
Marks, -has said that “ The Talmud is not divine ;” and so do [ say. But 
[ agree with Mr. Hurwitz, “‘ that the Talmud is the satellite of Holy 
Writ; that it contains those illustrations and interpretations of Scripture 
which were given by our blessed teacher, Moses himself; and that by 
denying the authority of these illustrations and interpretations, we deny 
Holy Writ itself; because without them, Scripture would be unto us as a 
sealed book.”” The presumption of Mr. Marks is the greater, as even the 
Christians acknowledge the authority of the Rabbis, in whatever concerns 
the rules of grammar. Nay, dear friend and fellow-labourer in the vine- 
yard of the Lord, I would not approve a rite established by men who speak 
so lightly of those noble Rabbis, the pillars of the Synagogue, the spiritual 
fathers of Israel, and, under God, the cause of our existence as a peculiar 
people. I confess that we are at liberty to alter customs, to substitute 
prayers; but we must not touch the essential points of our religion. I 
would like to know whether Mr. Marks lays Tephillin or how he wears 
the Tsitsit? If he does, then he contradicts himself, as it is only by 
Rabbinic authority that we know how to obey those and most other com- 
mandments. 


The Editor of The Occident observes, that in giving publicity 
to his correspondent’s letter, he desires not to be understood as 


sharing either all the sentiments it contains, or certain other 
lax views previously ascribed to Mr. C. He thanks him 


cordially ‘* for the stand he has taken against the abolition of 
our form of prayer, by the introduction of the one lately adopted | 


m London.” ‘The Rev. Editor invites the Rev. Mr. Marks, as 
a reader of The Occident, to vindicate himself if aggrieved by 
Any statement of another correspondent. We find it but just 
to add, that the gentleman thus challenged, is also a reader of The 
Voice of Jacob, and besides that, he has reason to know, that 
it would not be necessary to wander quite so far for the means 
o' Temoving any misapprehensions to his prejudice ;—the condi- 
Hon being, to avoid any use of the opportunity which might 
Widen the breach, but rather, as a minister of peace, to aid in 
“ Promotion of union in Israel. It is natural, that a diverging 
ree should be most marked at the extremes; but, in religious 
- cerns, and especially in the circle of Israel’s bond, every 

: ment 18 not tangential, and, (dropping the figure,) the most 
Promment adyocate of the secession, should carefully avoid 


c peromisin those of his followers, who may not be quite so 
‘r a head” as himself—+)—Sinte allusion is made to 
+ We 


think that, judging from his consecration sermon, Mr. Marks 


“dmits measurably ‘the authority of the Rabbis.—Ep. Oc. 
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Professor Hurtwitz's views, it is but fair to say, that his opinions 
are better expressed in his own essay, or even, in our copious 
extract from it,—in vol. i., 167. | 

Lhe proposed Corrected Translation of the Bible—‘ We 
call the attention of our readers to the proposals of the Editor 
of the Voice of Jacob to procure a new revised translation of 
the Holy Scriptures in the English tongue. The want of this 
revised translation has long been felt by Israelites in their ex- 
position of the Bible, having hitherto always been compelled 
to rely upon the common version for a verification of their 
tenets. But even Christian theologians have long since de- 
tected numerous inaccuracies in this great work which we 
acknowledge to possess many excellencies, It is therefore time 
that something should be done to furnish Israelites with a 
carefully revised version of the original text, based upen our 
own received mode of interpretation." —Occident. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
Ineipient Jewish Colong in New Zealand. 

[The following letter will be found highly interesting in every 
point of view; and we regret the necessity to omit its en- 
closures. | 

Wellington, New Zealand, May 9, 1813. 

My dear Sir,—As I imagine that it will not be wholly uninteresting to 
your readers to know how we have celebrated the Passover, in these re- 
mute, and until very lately, completely uncivilized regions, I proceed to 
give you the needful information. By a timely application to Sydney, we 
were supplied, in addition to what I carried with me from London, with 
most excellent AS, ( ') which reached us ten days before its commence- 
ment; although in case of disappointment I had supplied myself with 
wheat of this year’s harvest, just then commencing, and had arranged 
with a baker ‘oom’ quite conversant with their manufacture, to bake 
them under our supervisorship. This arrangement, although not needed by 
their timely appearance, will render us independent of any other channel 
for them in future. A young friend, (Mr. Levien) at my solicitation, 
kindly appropriated his parlor for worship during its continuance, as being 
better adapted both in situation and accommodation than mine; nay, 
colonial like, [ have as yet but one sitting room, and I could: not well 
arrange it for public service. We congregated on the evenings of the first 
and seventh days; and on the two first and two last days of the Festival, 
about twenty-four souls, male and female, (the latter consisting solely of 

Mrs. Hort and my daughters). On the first and second nights all 

my family, with the addition of Mr. Levien, Mr. S. Joseph, and Mr. 

Isaacs, (the young man whom I brought with me,) assembled at my house 

to the WD; (*) and the whole party, with the exception of my daughter 

and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Soln Mocatta, who were at their own house 


Syir Sn (*) took all their meals with me during the entire week, On 
the first and seventh days, before FWAA ANP (*) delivered lectures ; 
the first, on the sanctity of the Sabbath, the latter, on the observance of 
the Passover; and I am happy to say, not without effecting some benefit. 
Although it is quite impossible for me to furnish you with even an ex- 
tract from each, (as I have very many things yet most important to engross 
my time); I will, nevertheless, on the other side, transcribe the pretatory 
address to my opening discourse, by which you will perceive that it is my 
aim to guide our little community on perfectly orthodox principles, and I 
shall take the arrangements which I have no doubt the good sense of those 
with whom I was so long associated in London, will now adopt, as my 
model; I am looking forward to it with considerable anxiety, as | can weil 
imagine the conflict between the extreme Liberals and the extreme Tories, 
will be most severe; but in the sequel, each will concede somewhat for 
the spiritual welfare of the whole. On the conclnding day of the Festival, 
MINIM, (°) £40 was subscribed towards establishing a small ADIDAS (") 
and DM 3, (7) and more will be forthcoming as soon as either the one 
or the other is commenced, which will not be long first. I should much 
wish to have the reply from the Colonial Secretary in London, promised 
to our application for government grants for these two purposes, which are 
so far desirable, (as I have before explained, ) that by such bestowal, the 
government would recognise the Jews of New Zealand, as in most other 
colonies, a distinct religious body ; and they would not, with such grants, 
be subject to a deprivation of any benefits which other classes might here- 
after participate in. We also acquitted ourselves thereon of our duty in 
making an MDW) NWN (*) for my late reverend, venerable, and deeply 
regretted friend the Aoyey 2 (°). This is a slight detail of our doings 
here, and be assured, whenever aught occurs that can excite interest in 
your columns, I will always endeavour to make you acquainted therewith 


(') Passover cakes. (*) The service commemorating the de- 
parture from Egypt. (°) The middle days of the Festival. (*) The 
public reading of the Law of Moses. (*°) Deut. xvi. 16—17. (°) Syna- 
gogue. (7) Literally, “* House of Life,” applied to a burial place. 
(*) Memorial prayer and offering. (°) The late Chief Rabbi, * Blessed 
be the memory of the righteous.’’ 
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as early as possible. I beg you will be assured of the friendly esteem 
and regard, of your’s, most truly, 

ApranamM Hort. 
To the Editor of the ‘‘ Voice of Jacob,”’ 


June 13.—I have enclosed you a New Zealand Gazette of the LOth inst. 
by which you will pereeive that the government of Auckland has already 
granted me an acre of land fora cemetery. I shall immediately enclose 
and consecrate one quarter, so as to be ready in need. 

We met for regular service on both days MYYIIY ('°) ; on the first of which, 
I delivered an appropriate lecture on the happiness diffused by the divine 
Law given on Sinai;—and although the residents here will not shut up 
after service on the second day of the Festival, two have already, by my 
exhortation, and out of respect to me, closed on Sabbaths. 

My application for a Synagogue, or rather for a grant whereon to build 
it when we shall be prepared so to do, you will find has been already 
forwarded home to the Colonial Secretary from Auckland; but for all 
such information, I refer you to my correspondence in the papers here- 
with sent. | 

On Friday, there will be a nb mena ('') the wife of Benj. Levy, 
formerly of the Jews’ Hospital, having given birthtoa son. Mr. Isaacs, 


the young man who came out with me, will be Sry, and perform the first 
operation of the kind here ; of course I am to be godfather. 


June 17, Noon.—l have just returned from the A", Mr. Isaacs 1s a 


first rate bmi; we had }93%9,('*) and breakfasted there; all went on ex- 
actly as in a well regulated M>Mp. A. H. 


The Syrritualizing System.’’—A Christian subscriber, who 
has been enlightened on this head, admits :— 


‘If scripture is to be literally understood, (i. e., if God does mean what 
he says,) the Spiritualizer must be wrong. It would be a very fair question 
for a Jew to ask him, what he means by demanding that the 53rd of 
Isaiah be literally interpreted, (setting aside for the moment all differences 
as to the translation, and taking our version as it stands,) and yet, denying 
the literality of the 52nd and 54th!” 


Proper relations of Jew and Christian.—The recent efforts 
of an apostate from the covenant of Israel, to bring the religion 
of his fathers into contempt, and our consequent exposure of 
his dishonesty, (in No. 59,) have elicited many manifestations of 
feelings widely different, as entertained by our correspondents of 
both creeds, and towards each other. A venerable friend, M. 
L. Mozley, Esq., of Liverpool, after contrasting the Rev. H. 
M’Niele’s want of charity, with the better sentiments advocated 
in our treatment of *‘ the Question at issue between Judaism 
and Christianity ;” refers to his own friendly intercourse, both 
en and epistolary, with the late Archbishop of Tuam. 

e gather, that the Jew, and the distinguished prelate, found 
quite enough of common ground for the exercise of their 
mutual esteem:—‘* we never entered (says Mr. M.), on the 
difference of our religious opinions.’ The politeness of the 
same correspondent, enables us to quote the following passage 
from a letter of the Rev. J. D. Sirr, Domestic Chaplain to the late 
Archbishop, and now engaged in the compilation of his me- 
molrs. | 

“I love all the descendants of Abraham, and I hold you 
personally in the highest veneration for the affection you bore 
my much lamented friend. Were I to have my will, all nations 
should unite in honouring the Jew; and Britain, in especial, 
should emancipate him from every political disqualification.”’ 


Progress of Liberality.—‘‘ In the north, too, a fact is re- 
corded, in connexion with Scientific Associations, which is a 
pleasant evidence of their tendency to open themselves a way 
abl the prejudices of darker times. The Congress of 
Scandinavian Naturalists assembled last year at Stockholm, 
having decided on holding their next meeting at Christiania, 
the President had to express his regret, that several distin- 
guished members of that body would be precluded from taking 
part in the coming year’s proceedings, because of the law 
-which prevents the entrance of persons of the Hebrew faith 
into Norway. The association, therefore, determined to me- 
morialize the Norwegian government on the subject, and the 
result has been a suspension of the interdict, in favor of such 
_ Jewish naturalists as shall desire to make part of the Congress, 


(10) Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost. 
legal congregation, as formed 
Gen. xviii. 32, 


('') Circumcision.  ('*) The 


by ten males above thirteen years old. Vide 


'—with a good prospect of its expansion, 
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at the next Sitting of 
the Storthing, into a larger measure of religious liberty, 


Athenaeum, 
NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Jewish Hospital for Jerusalem.—-Donation from Mr. J. Jonas. Lemon 
Street, per the hands of Mr. R. I, Cohen, Dover—10s., Reed. by J. 4. 5 
F.C. S.—‘* A constant reader and friend to Israel,’’ is thanked for his 
suggestion ;—could he not better effect the object in another manner? 

The Hon. Sec. of the Portsmouth Congregation—is thanked for hig 
draft of the address to Mr. Issachar; it is highly complimentary to that 
gentleman, but has reached us altogether too late to be available. The 
advertisement was only just in time: vide the exact terms in which adver. 
tisements are received, in No. 57.—E. D. H., and others, postponed, 


NOTICES. 

N.B.—The only distributor now employed by the Proprietor 

is E. Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and that for annual su). 

scribers only. Complaints of irregular delivery throug), 

any other channel, must be made to the newsman, rh¢ 
deals on his own account solely. 


Voice or Jacon.—Terms of Subscription, 10s. 6d. per annum, or 5s 
6d. per half year; payable always in advance, at the Office, 27, Camomile 
Street, by remittance, post office order, postage stamps, or otherwise. 
The subscription secures a free delivery, within the range of the penny 
post, on the same day as published in London.—Vol. 3 commenced with 
No. 56. ; 

Subscribers for extra copies, giving previous notice, may have them pre- 
served to the end of the year, and then supplied in clean volumes. 


An Index to Vols. i. & il. 1s sent with No. 59, to Subscribers only — 
Non-subscribers may obtain copies of it, free of expense, at the publisher's, 
(B. Steill, Paternoster Row,) and not otherwise. 


The annual volumes, i. and ii, (for a.m. 5602 and 5603) may be ob- 
tained through the usual channels; stitched, at 8s. per vol.; neatly bound 
in cloth, at 10s. 6d, 


All the published numbers of the Voice of Jacob, are now charged at 
the uniform price; and certain of the earlier numbers having become 


| scarce, are to be obtained only in the annual volumes. Vide previous 


notice. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Sabb. 9th Dec. 16th of Kislev Portion for the Week nby 

Sabb. 16 ‘¢ Portion for the Week 
mon. 18°: 25 First day of 


* The Feast of Dedication or Inauguration, lasting eight days :—vide 
vol. i. p. 44. 


y ANTED, by a respectable middle aged Widow Lady of 
the Jewish persuasion, a situation as Housekeeper in a gentleman's or re- 
spectable tradesman’s family, or to take the management of a public institution. 


No objection to the country. Undeniable references can be given. Direct to A. 5., 
No. 13, Dean Steet, Soho. 


PEBREW TRADITIONARY and other MELODIES.— 


I Mr. Louis Leo begs most respectfully to announce, that the first of a series 
of Lectures on Hebrew Traditionary and other Melodies, ancient recitatives, and 
chants, will be delivered in the latter part of December, at the Music-hall, Store- 
Street, Bedford-square. Mr. Louis Leo will preside at the pianoforte, and will have 
the vocal aid of several persons, whose names will be duly advertised. The lecture 
will be interspersed with anecdotes illustrative of the occasions on which the me- 
lodies are used. Admittance 2s., reserved seats 2s. 6d. 


EWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, for the Support of the 
Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth. 
The General Committee give notice, that there are at present vacancies for Three 


Boys and Two Girls, as Inmates. Further particulars may be obtained by apply- 
ing to the Secretary, 42, Great Prescott-street. 


By Order—S. SOLOMON, See. 


MERCANTILE HOUSE is desirous of obtaining another 
Situation for a respectable Young Man, of the Jewish Persuasion, who 
now serving it in a confidential post with zeal and ability. There is no — . 
desire to part with him, except that his employers have found it impracticab . : 
advance his position, in consequence of his inability to attend on the J ewish 
baths and Festivals. This advertisement is made by his employers, to whom 4p 


plications are to be made by letter, addressed ‘* No. 61,’ at the Office of the Voice 
of Jacob. 


ANTED, by the Congregation of Portsmouth, a Reader, 
xp bys, Hebrew Instructor, Secretary and English Lecturer, with 
Also, a OMY and WD’’—Liberal salaries will be given. Applications, te 
references, to be made to Messrs, Simpson & H. M. Emanuel, Elders, Portsmon'™ 
_._. N.B,—If the applicants are ovomip it will be necessary to say 5° Street? 
London: Printed for Mr. Frank in, by E. Varry, 27, Camomt® e 

Bishopsgate. Published by B. Paternoster Row; Book: 

had of the Printer; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 

sellers and Newsmen. 
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